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S it was the Honour of Your ſpecial Requeſt, 
which to me has the Force and Power of all 
Command, that oblig'd me to the Publi-] 
cation of this plain Diſcourſe; ſo I pre- 
une to take the Liberty from thence to commend ii 
% Your Patronage and Protection, not doubting, but 
be Authority of ſo many Worthy Perſons, will pre- 
bare for it a more kind and favourable Acceptance, 
han it could otherwiſe have expected. 
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I am well aſſurd, that 'twas the Uſefulneſs iſ 
Argument treated of, and not the Manner of jy; 
ing it, that induc'd Jou to lay Your Imunctions upon 
for the making it publick ; And I muſt Jay, that Y 
De/ire of making the Nation ſenſible, at this 19 
how Neceſſary the Divine Favour is for the Conti 
ance of many Favours we at preſent enjoy, and 
the Poſſeſſion of thoſe other Bleſſings we are in de 
Expectation of, (which is the main Drift of my) 
courſe) doth give abundant Evidence of Pur pi 
Zeal for the Honour and Glory of God, and the la 
Welfare and Proſperity both of Church and State, 
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May the God of Heaven, who hath favour d) U 
with e Ability and Iuclination to promote the in 
Honour and Felicity of Your Country, bleſs all Yo 
honeſt Endeavours in the Advancement of its tru 
L/nteres?; make Yu happy im the Abundance of ai 
Zemporal Bleſſings; and vouchſafe You the far greatdl 
Blefſmes of his Holy Spirit, to bring You,” in his Timl 

o the Poſſeſſion of Himſelf in Glory, which ts the je 
ent Petition of | = 
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Your molt Affectionately 


_ Devoted Seryant, 


io RAY 447) ee <0 
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Pfalm CXXVII. . 
W- Zxcep! the Lord keep the City, the ; 


utchman waketh but in vain. 


(HIS Pſalm is generally thought, by the Title 
prefixt, to have been compoſed by Solomon ; * 
in whom we have both the Experience of a 

ng, and the Certainty of an inſpired Writer, to 

firm to us this moſt uſeful and infallible Truth, 

hat the beſt humane Endeavours, for ſupporting 1 

e Felicity of any People, are altogether yain and 

tual without a Blefling from GoD: And, that 

all private Families are rais d, ſupported and en- 
1d by the Divine Favour; ſo all Civil Societies 
hich are made up of many Families united toge- 

& in one Common Intereſt) do jointly owe their 

{eand Grandeur to the Bleſſings of the ſame good 

oyidence, without which the moſt watchful and 

orious Care is vain, and to no purpoſe , and can 

d in nothing elſe but Shame and Diſappointment: | 

or this is the true ſence, and full import of the 

E mit 2 ** in the Text, and the 
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Words adjoining to it. Except the Lord build 
Houſe, their labour is but loft that build it. Exc 
the Lord keep the City, the Watchman Waketh | 
in Vain. 

Theſe Words do plainly declare to us the groy 
and foundation, upon which the Honour and lat 
Felicity of any Nation is builded and eftabliſh{M" 
ig. Upon the continuance of the Divine Favour ? 
Protection. And that we may all be poſſeſs'd with 
ſerious Sence of this Truth, and be able to m: 
the beſt Uſe of it to the Benefit and Advantage 
the Publick, I propoſe at this tune to ſpeak to chf b 
two Things. 


In the First place, to endeayour to confirm and] 
luſtrate the Aſſertion imply d in the Text: Thi 
the Divine Favour is of ſuch abſolute necefſi 
to the Welfare and Security of any People, ti. 
without it the utmoſt force of humane Fl 
deavours is altogether vain and ineffectual. | 

Secondly, To apply this Conſideration, by direQif 

you to the beſt Means of obtaining the Divil 
Favour, which is ſo neceſſary ir the Publiqq 
Welfare, and ſo n deſired oy all God 2 
Men. | 


And Firſt, I am to ſin and illuſtrate the Trutlf 
of this Aſſertion: That the Divine Favour is of uh | 
abſolute neceſſity to the Welfare and Security off 
any People, that without it the utmoſt force of hu 
mane Endeayours is altogether vain and ineffectual. 
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This Argument, at firſt fight, ſeems to ſtand in | 
xy little need of proof; fince there are none that | 
oteſs the Belief of one infinite, ſupreme Being, that 
de and upholds the World, but will frankly ac- 


2 nwledge, that the ſame All- wiſe Power 1s able to | 
iu boſe and order it at his own Free-will and Pleaſure. | 
ud yet how deeply ſoever this Principle ſeems to be 


ted in the Minds of Men, tis moſt certain, that | 
e common Speech and Practice of the World runs 
ectly Counter againſt it. For when Men ſee, that 
de Wiſe Author of Nature hath ſo cloſely link'd | 
uſe and Effect together, that the one, in the com- 
on courſe of Nature, doth regularly produce the | 


nd her: That zhe Race for the moſt part, 7s zo the 7 
T %, and the Battle to the Strong, and Riches to 
N of Under/landing - They are very apt to paſs by $ 


nd over- look the prime Agent, as if he had fetterd 
umſelft with his own Laws, and ty'd up his own g 
Hands from intermedling with the Courſe of hu- 
Wane Affairs; not much unlike the Jupiter ſome of f 
e Heathens talk'd of, immur d in I know not what | 
MWital Neceſſity, and faſt Slave to thoſe fixt and irre- 
vod erſible Decrees, that deſpoil'd both Creator and 
rcature of their Freedom. 
Thus, becauſe Fulneſs of Wealth and Power: Abi- f 
rutlliy of Counſel and Advice, Strength of Alliance} 
ſacÞdroad, and Peace and Union at Home, are the moſt} 
y 0 romiſing Means, whereon to ground the laſting Fe-| ö 
hulcity of any People; no ſooner are they once come 
al. Þ to this Pitch of Strength and Grandeur, but forth- 
liith they believe their Neſt to be built upon a Rock, 
vid that the Foundations of the Land are laid ſo deep, 
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as not to be remov d at any Time. Self-ſufficiency 
blows them up to a vain Confidence in theſe fair, 
deceitful means; and ſo, for want of ſecuring 
Bleſſing to them, by an humble Sacrifice of «4 
Hands and a pure Heart, a ſudden turn of the Diyf 
Diſpleaſure caſts them down az once from the toy 
their imaginary Bliſs; or ſome more ſecret þ 
from Go, firſt withers the Skin of this ſtrong: 
flouriſhing Body, then ſhrinks the Sinews, after th 
{trips the Fleſh from the Bones, and at laſt ſcatt 
them upon the Ground, like thoſe the Prophet Es 
chiel ſaw in Viſion, and knew to be the true Reſet 
blance of his own faithleſs and ſtubborn Generf 
1 | 1 
So that from a nearer View of the common Sent 
ments of the World, we find, that though Men ha 
the Name of God frequently in their Mouths, j@ 
the outward means, which are but his Inſtrument 
of Action, do run away with all the Glory of tl 
proceeding. Men will not be ſo eaſily conyinc\ ( 
his influencing and directive Power, tho' at the fam 
time they freely acknowledge that Almighty Powel 
by which he firſt made, and now ſuſtains the World 
They are very unwilling to allow any Interpoſition 
of Providence, to divide Cauſe and Effect, and Mer 
fruſtrate them of their deſir d End, when as the 
think, they have got the means in their ow. 
Power. 1 £1.0 8 1 
And therefore in order to confirm the Propoſition 
I deſign to ſpeak to: I ſhall preſent you with a {horthl 
View of the ſeveral methods of Intervention, where. 
by GOD doth oyer-rule and direct human Affairs 


And 
Is ſu 
olt! 
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confound the moſt powerful and promiſing means 
security, whenever tis his Will and Pleaſure to do 
From whence will evidently appear the Weak- 
band Invalidity of human Supports, without the 
Wocurrence of a Divine Bleſſing. 


And Fir/?, He ſometimes ſo blinds and infatuates 
e e of Men, that they cannot diſcern the 
ot likely means for accompliſhing their pin 051 


We have a remarkable Inſtance of this in the story 
Abſalom's Rebellion, as tis recorded at large in 
e 24 of Samuel, and the 5" Chapter. No ſoone? | 
id this ungracious Son compell'd his aged and in- 
ulgent Father to leave the Royal City, attended 
nl with his Guards, and ſome few other faithful 
ervrants; but a Council is forthwith call'd, in order \ 
o concert. matters for accompliſhing his rebellious | 
Jeligns. Mpithophel, who for his profound Skill in 
il Concerns was firſt to be conſulted in the point, ; 
ery readily adviſes, that Twelve Thouſand Men 
mould be diſpatchd that Night in purſuit of the 
King; That they ſhould fall upon him on a ſudden, 
yhilſt he had but few Forces, and thoſe tir d and fulky 
of Diſcomfort ; by which means they were likely to 
rob him both of his Life and Crown at one Blow, | 
nd to ſet the Son with Safety upon the Throne, with 5 
out any Danger of a Rival. 
This Advice took very well with 16h and the | 
Eiders,as we find at the 4.* Verſe of the 17h Chapter; 
and no 2 was grounded upon a due br 
Uthe loge and uncertain Tempers.of. \ whol 
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are very apt, when once embarqu'd in ſuch wid 
and dangerous Deſigns, to fear and ſuſpe& the won 
and upon the firſt ill View that preſents it {elf 
| look out for a timely Retreat, and endeavour 
make their Peace by Submiſſion, and a promid 
Return to their wonted Duty and Allegiance. | 
for this 1t was that our Arch-Politician, (who was 
finiſhing the Matter with all the haſte imaginabW 
took all poſſible Care to prevent a Relapſe, by i 
volving Ab/alom and the whole Party in the Gui 
of deflouring David's Concubines; that ſeeing 
fair Proſpe@ of a Retreat, or but ſlender Hopes @ 
Pardon upon Submiſſion, they might proſecute thel 
wicked Deſign with the fulneſs of Strength and R. 
tolution. e bY 
On the other hand, Huſbai, a ſtedfaſt Friend of t 
Kings, who by the courtly Arts of Flattery and Dir 
guiſe had wrought himſelf into ſome meaſures of Con 
fidence with Abſalom, very earneſtly diſſwades frol 
the deſign d Attempt of ſetting upon the King, al 
well knowing of what dangerous Conſequence i 
might prove to him: And to make his Advice pal 
the more glibly, he firſt varniſhes it over with ſome 
gaudy Flouriſhes upon his Father's Bravery anal 
Courage, and with great Art infinuates the Dangel 
of the Attempt, whilſt, like a Bear robb'd of hy” 
Whelps, his Breaft was fir'd with Anger and {tron © 
Reſentment; and then deludes the Young, AmbY 
tious Prince, with a fair Shew of his own great 11; 
tereſt in the People; ſo great, that he could gatheſ 
them from Dan even to Beer/beba, and by the Force 
of his inſpiring Preſence. could puſh them upon. tu 


— — —— EA A RSA 
8 


cube dral Church of WINCHESTER. + 5 


1 
" SP 
ES 
—— 
— 
2 


wiel elt daring Enterprizes, and be able to bear down 
wor e ſtouteſt Oppofition that ſhould be made againſt 8 
elf =” 0 ; 0 
ur No ſooner was this Advice given, but without | 


omi Regard had to the Judgment of 4h17hophetl, 
e 8 Conn/el in thoſe days was, as if a «Man had 
125 147 4 at the Oracle of God, or to the Circumſtance | 


nab Time, which call'd aloud for preſent Action, to 
byierent any ſudden Change of Temper in the un- 
Gui ttt d,. diſcontented Multitude; I ſay, without any p 
o 521d had to either of theſe, they were all wonder- 
Wy pleas d with the plauſible Advice of Hu/haz, and? 
ithout debating much upon the point, were reſo- 
utely bent to be ſolely govern'd and directed by it. 
Now that this unanimous Conſent of theirs was an 


they acted freely and for the beſt) ſo as to be forc'd upon 
theſe falſe and irrational Meaſures, appears very plain4 
from the Words of the facred Story, Chap. 174 
Verf. 14. Aud Abſalom and all the men of Iſrael ſaid 
the counſel of Huſhai the Archite is better than they 
counſel of Ahbithophel : for the Lord had appointed ta 


hp rcr-ruling Act of Gop's, who ſo blinded their Judg- 
Dit rents, that they could not diſcern the moſt rational? 
o leaſures of Proceeding; or rather more powerfully 
ron lirected and influenc'd their Choice, (tho they thought 
4 


hel Heat the good Counſel of Ahithophel, to the intent 
ag at the Lord might bring evil upon Abſalom. Saf 
bi true are thoſe many Obſervations of the wiſe and} 


elegant Author of the Book of Job. With God iy 
length and wiſdom, the deceived and the deceiver ih 


. 4 


vs, He leadeth away counſellors ſpoil d, and makethi 
ihe judges fools. He removerh away the ſpeech of the 


bs 
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| #ruSty, and taketh away the undertanding of Wh 

| aged, He taketh the wiſe in their own craftiny 

| ſo that their hands cannot perform their enterpri 
1 hey meer with darkneſs in the day-time, and il 
an the noon-day as in the night. Job v. 13. the x1, 10 


8 


| Secondly, As Gon is pleas'd to interpoſe in bafflin 

| and defeating the beſt form'd Counſels, fo alſo WR 
| overthrowing the moſt reſolute and united Force at 
Strength. N . "OY 


| And ſometimes he doth it by infuſing ſuch ſtro 
and irreſiſtible Fears upon the Spirit of a Peoplt 
that one ſball chaſe a thouſand, and ten jhall oi 
en thouſand to flight. Thus it was in the Adi 
of Jonathan and his Armour-bearer, who put thi 
whole Army of the Ph:/:Siznes into ſuch a Conſted 
nation, that in their flight they fell foul upon on 
another. The Cauſe of which is declar d to be a Dey 
vine Terror impreſs'd upon their Spirits; for tis ſaid / 
that here was trembling in the Host, and in the feld 
and among all the People; the garriſon, and the ſpoiler et 
they alſo trembled, and the earth quaked, ſo it Was 
wery great trembling. 1 Sam. 14. chap. 15. verſe. } 
Such another panick Fear was it that fell among 
the Syrians, when four deſpairing Lepers had the 
ſole rifling of their deſerted Camp: For tis faid, 
that the Lord had made the ho/? of the Syrians 10 hear 
noiſe of chariots and of horſes, even the noiſe of a grear 
L.5 aud they ſaid one to another, Lo, the king of 
ral hath hired again dt us the kings of the Hillile, 


and of the Egyptians to come upon us ; wherefore 110)} 


/ 


i: e, WixcnzsTER »9 | 
of band fied in the 3wilight, and left their horſes, (the : 
full inſtruments of Flight) and their aſſes, and fled | 
pri {her lives. 2 Kings, 7 chap. the 6and 7 verſ, _ 
sometimes GoD 1s pleasd to deſtroy a powerful 


1 dy of Men, by raiſing up a perverſe and conten- 
us Spirit amongſt them; which was the Caſe of 


ff e ſcveral Nations, that came up againſt good King 5 
lo Mſhaphat, in the 2d of Chronicles, the 20" Chapter. 


"tis ſaid, That he Lord ſet ambuſbments again 
children of Ammon, Moab and Seir, that came f 
azain/t the children of Iſrael Hor the children of ; 


tro mon and Moab ſlood up again/? the inhabitants 
op 11011977 Seir, uterly to flay and deliroy them ; and 
ien they had made an end of the inhabitants of | 
Hor, every one helped to deFiroy another. So that 
thios People had nothing elſe to do, but to ſtand ſtill 
lte fee the Salvation of Gop, and to join in the 


onted Chorus of the Levites, which they Sang as 
ey went out before the Army, Praiſe the Lord, | 
hig Mercy endureth for ever. 0 
At other times, tis GoD's Pleaſure to make the 
lements to fight his Battles, and to uſe the Crea- | 
re as a Weapon for the Revenge of his Enemies. 
hus it was in One of the Victories of 7Jo/oua, in | 
hat famous Day, wherein the LORD hearkend to 
he Voice of a Man: Sun, and thou ſdill upon Gibeon, | 


ich, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon, For tis writ- 
ren, That zhe Lord ca down great Stones from | 
even upon the enemy, ſo that there were more that 
of Wed 2111h hailfones, than they whom the children of 


„e lea, 701th the ſword. And for this very reaſon, } 
Royal Warriour, in the 180 Pſalm, aſcribes the 


n 
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Glory of his Victories to the great Director of {ee 
Cauſes. Ihe Lord alſo thundered out of heaven, 

the Highest gave his voice, hailstones and coals of 
| He ſent out his arrows and ſcattered them, hq { 
| Forth lightnings and defroyed them. 
| And to bring this Obſeryation nearer to our o 
| Times, we have all heard of an Armada, Sirng 
Invincible for its Strength and Numbers, (the! 
Naval Glory of a now-tottering, divided Nation)! 
miſerably torn and ſhatter d by the Winds and Way 
| that few of them ever return d again to bear any l 
| dings of the Miſcarriage. Neither was that Potd 
| Prince, who fitted out that Gallant Fleet, ignorall;, | 
| who it was that opposd his great Deſign, when nat 
with wonderful Patience ſaid, I never ſent it to contei. | 

| avith the Winds and Seas. 


| Tl 
In the Third place. The Gop of Heaven is u 4 
only pleasd to defeat the wiſeſt Counſels, and col; 
| found the greateſt Strength; but alſo to diſſolve tl 
| firmeſt Bands of Union between Subjects and tha; 
Governours, when the Sins, either of Prince ( 
People, have once determin d this heavy Judgmel 
upon them. 


Me have a famous Inſtance of this in the Reign( 
King Rehoboam, the Son and Succeſſor of the N 
nowned Solomon, and too true an Inſtance of til 
Truth of one of his Obſeryations, That no one know 
g Whether he ſhall leave the fruit of all his labours 10 
# wiſe man, or a fool; for the Son of Syrach gives nl 
no better Character, Eccl. 47. 23. when he calls hy 
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F no under/ianding, and the very fooliſhneſs of 
people. For this weak Prince, by deſpiſing the 
nd Advice of his aged and venerable Counſellors, 
, at his firſt ſtepping into the Throne, through a 
hand ungracious Speech to the People, diſpofleſs'd 
once of 10 parts in 12 of his whole Kingdom. And 
whatever the ſage Politicians of the World may 
nk of this Matter, (who are uſually very ſagacious 
tracing out the Cauſes of State-Diſtempers, but 
dom conſider who it is that creates and eſtabliſhes 
e Cauſes, that are productive of their ſeveral 
fects) we are well aflurd, that this great and ſud- 
in Breach in the Kingdom was a fixt and deter- 
nate Act of GoDs. For we find in the 11" of 
je 1* of the Kings, that GopD had ſometime be- 
ee declar'd his Decree of puniſhing Solomon for his 
blatry, by taking away ten parts of the Kingdom 
it of his Son's Hand, and giving it to Feroboam the 
no Nebat and in anſwer to this, tis alſo ſaid 
the 12:2 Chapter of the ſame Book, That Zhe 
ng hearken d not to the People, for the Cauſe was 
om the Lord, that He might perform his Saying 
lieh he ſpake by Abijab, unto Jeroboam the Son of | 
„hat. Now in order to effect this, GoD was pleas d 
o glye up Rehoboam to the weak and paſſionate Coun- 
ls of his green, unexperienc'd Favourites; and at 
e ſame time, to permit the ſtrong Reſentments of 
W' angry, incenſed People, to break out into open 
Wis of Violence and Confuſion. Twas but with- } 
blding his Wiſdom from the Prince, and withdraw- 
I's his Grace from the People, and the Work was Y 
lone. The bare Suſpenſion of his own tree Gifts 2 
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* a Mart time muſt needs betray them to 
MWorkings of corrupted Nature, which can be fr 
ful in b elſe, but in Confuſion, and every e 
| Work. 

And as God is pleasd, for the Wickedneſs of Pr 
ces, to break the Bands of Union between them: 
their Subjects, and to let in all the Miſerſes of ci 
Diſcord and Diſſention upon a Nation; ſo alſo fort 
Wickedneſs of the People, even under the belt 
| Princes, doth he often pour down the like hex 
Judgment upon it. 

The Truth of this was too fatally evident to tl 
| Land, when under the Protection of a King, whe 

| Name will for eyer live in the Hearts of all good Me 
| as well as in the faithful Records of that late Not 
Hiſtorian, who gives us this excellent Character 
| him; * That he was of the moſt harmleſs Diſpo 
Saf tion, the moſt exemplary Piety, the ae 
| © briety, Chaſtity and Mercy, that ever any Prin 
*© had been endow d with. But alas, his emunel 
| Piety, and other princely Graces; His ſtrong Cri 
| and Tears to him that was able to ſave; His cloſe 
ain and moſt ſurprizing Condeſcention 
were unable to arreſt that Judgment, that wi 

| one out againſt us. We had been too long fed | 
the full, and being now waxen fat, had grown il 
g 2ctiul of the bountiful Giver of all good Thins 
_ 4nd tor this our Unthankfulneſs, and other deteſtalßg 

| Sins, which are the genuine Off, ſpring of continuq 
Eaſe and Plenty, GoD was pleas d to infatuatet 
Nation, and give up a great part of it to p.the Fg 
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us Practices of ſome few deſigning Men, who fo: 
ated their falſe Fears and Jealouſies into a moſt | 
tural Rebellion againſt their innocent Sovereign; 
thereby reducd him to the moſt deplorable Straits 
d Exigencies, and at laſt to a Death, attended with 
ch vile and barbarous Indignities, as meer Re- 


ect to human Nature, and to the Honour of our 
or Moſt holy Religion, both which are ſenſibly re- 
\off Nach in the bare Mention of it, doth oblige me to 


rer it in Silence. 
Tis manifeſt enough from the weight of thoſe 
adful Miſeries, that ſhook the very Foundation: of 


ot 

Wh e Land, that the heavy Hand of Gop was upon 
Me, in that long Courſe of Evils we then ſuffer d; 
Nod that twas the Sins of the Nation, that threw 


der Don the Arm of Vengeance with ſuch Weight and 
pa ry upon us. I pray Go, that neither our own, 
ſt or our Forefathers Sins, (neither of them Jam 
rin fraid yet ſufficiently repented of) may ever inyolye | 


sin any Calamities of the like Nature again. 
And now to take a ſhort View of the whole. Since | 
here is one Inviſible, All- perfect Spirit, that made, 
pholds, directs and governs this lower World; That 
ever conſcious of, and always privy to, the moſt 
etird Thoughts and Actions of his Creatures, and 
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1 foes an abſolute Power over the Wills and Affections 6 
ings bf Men, to wind and turn them at his Will an 1 
ſtab leaſure: that oftentimes infatuates the wiſeſt Heads, 
duda fruttrates their derpeſt Counſels ;- That breaks in 
e ti ieces the Arm of the Mighty, and confounds their 


moſt bold and daring Enterprizes; That either fr celys 
permits, or gives open Check and Reſtraint, tothe 
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Exorbitancies of wicked Men; Curbs" them up 
| Order and Government, or lets them run, as it! 
| ſerves his Pleaſure, into Riot and Confuſion ; Sill 
| I fay, ſuch an All-wiſe and All-powerful Being de 
| regulate and ſteer the Courſe of human Aﬀaij 
and by ſecret Interpoſitions doth defraud the m 
Ukely Means of their ſeemingly-neceflary Effects; 
| that neither the wiſeſt Counſels, nor the ſtronaf 
| Power, nor the firmeſt Bands of Alliance and Affectic 
| can ayail any thing to the Security of any Peop 
| without his Blefling ; tis apparently evident, wh 
| T at firſt defign'd to illuſtrate, ---- That the Diyi 
| Favour is ſo abſolutely neceflary to the Welfare at 
Security of any People, that without it the utme 
Force of human Endeayours is altogether yain at 
mette&tual.' ' e 
And that we may wiſely apply this Principle to ti 
; Good and Benefit of the Publick, by duly quality! 
our ſelves for the Continuance of the Divine Favo 
and Protection; 1 proceed in the Second Place, i 
direct you to the neceſſary means of engaging ti 
Divine Favour, which hath been prov'd ſo necell: 
to the Welfare and Security of any People. 


And Fir, That publick Juſtice be duly and fait 
[fully Adminiſtred, to the Honour of God, and til 
: Benefit of the Subject. N 


This muſt be allow'd a neceſſary means for pid 
curing a Blefling from God ; becauſe he is engag d, i 
the Vindication of his own Honour, to ſhew — 
marks of a publick Diſpleaſure, when ſuch as are 


N * 
4 
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e-. Gerents, and by him ſubſtituted in eee of | 
 fatherleſs and poor, and ta ſee that ſuch as are | 
need and nece ty have right, do either conceal ' 
withdraw their power in the Protection of Truth | 
Innocence, or elſe wilfully pervert and abuſe it 
Acts of Injury or Oppreſſion. An Offence of this | 
nd is in ſome meaſure Perſonal, and if not publickly 
ſented, doth forcibly rebound on him that firſt | 
Je the Commiſſion, as if he were himſelf conſent- 
g to the Crime, and in all points ſuch another as his 
un corrupt and fraudulent Agent. And therefore 
; tis fit that GOD ſhould vindicate his own Honour, 
puniſhing Crimes committed by the abuſe of a de- 
egated Power from himſelf; ſo he hath poſitively} 
kclard, that he will moſt certainly do ſo. We may 
ern this from his own Mouth, in the ch Chapter of 
Whc Prophet Jeremy; where ſpeaking to the City Je- 
ralem, This, ſays he, 7s the city to be viſited, ſbè ig 
J ,bolly oppreſſion in the mid of her. And when Gon 
Nas pleas'd to make an Overture of Mercy to that 
alle and ungrateful 4 le, he makes this one of the 
neceſſary Conditions of his Favour; He throughly 
execute judgment betwint a man and his neighbour.; 
if ye oppreſs not the ſtranger, fatherleſs and Ido 
then ſball I cauſe you to diuell in the land, which i gau 
0 your fathers. Jer. 7. verſ. 7. By this we ſee he ol 
neceflary the due Execution of  publick Juſtice-is,: fl 
the ſecuring the Divine Favour, which hath bees 
— the only firm and laſtivg Lean 0/ A 
cople. 110 lf 
But I preſume there is no — for me to ma 
A farther upan this, 2s. Arch The puhlick 
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"EIT of Juſtice. ' I father wiſh, ſince the due Nous 
| miniſtration of Juſtice does ſo much depend upon WM i! 
| Sincerity of the Witneſſes, (the Law being bound t, 
| determin according to the Nature of the Evidennpt 
| that I could poſſeſs all thoſe that ſhall be concern'g}ſ:! 
| any Buſineſs in the Court, with ſach a religious Nb 
| yerence of an Oath, that they may neither affront iy" 
| Majeſty of God, or violate the Peace of their o oll 
| Conſciences, by ſpeaking any thing againſt 1 UE 
f Tr uth. | nem 
Such Perſons would do well to cüntder that Ma 
| Oath is a ſacred A ppeal to the GOD of Heaven ar © 
Earth, for the Truth of what they affirm ; and tl! 
| moſt ſolemn Inyocation of his heavieſt JudgmendW 
| Upon them, if they knowingly and willingly ſpali E 
any thing againſt the Truth. And therefore it bg 
{comes them to be very careful, that no Conſideration 
of worldly Intereſt and Advantage; no Prepoſſeſſion 
of Malice and III-will; no Fear or Affection to an) 
Man's Perſon, do caüld them to ſwerve in the lea. 
Punctilio from it: that ſo, neither the Curſe than 
entreth into the houſe of him that ſweareth falſe" 
and ſhall remain in the midſi of it, and auill conjumag® 
it with the timber and the flones thereof, may eve 
nter into any of their Houſes, to bring a Blaſt and 
viſible Decay upon their Eſtates; nor that far much 
heavier Threat, that for ever excludes the profane 
ſand perjurd Perſon from the Kingdom of Heaven, 
may ever prove an intolerable Plague to rhem in the 
| World to come. | 
Certainly there is no one Sin we ought to and in 
2 aſter dread and abhorrence of, than of this moſt 


* 
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due Nous and deteſtable Sin of Perzury; were it only | 
tis fad Conſequence, that ſeems to hang cloſer 


ON | 
n it, than to other Sins of the like heinous and pre- 
idenMnptuous nature; namely, That it leaves the Of, | 
rn aer but little room for an After-repentance. For 
us Ws obſeryable, that it either finds him under a preſent ! 
nt por and deadneſs of Conſcience, which renders him | 
ro lolly inſenſible of the Sin, and the pernicious effects 


fit; or elſe it leads him by degrees to ſuch a fatal 
nenfibility, upon the commiſſion of it. For when | 
Man has once offer'd ſuch a manifeſt Violence to 
WW; Conſcience, and with ſuch coolneſs of Thought, 
d ti a ſteddineſs of Reſolution, hath ſo highly affronted 
gentle Majeſty of Go p, as to ſet his ſacred Name to | 
peu ie, and inſolently to ſummon the high and holy 
te, to be both a Witneſs and Avenger of it; ſuch | 
ion rhancing Circumſtances of Guilt are apt ſo to con- 
jon und and amaze the Sinner, that either he dares not, 
r cares not for the preſent, to think of making his 
Peace by an Acknowledgment of his Sin. He cannot 
ind in his Heart to confeſs a Crime, in the com- 
miſſion of which he ſolicited ſuch weighty Curſes 
upon his own Head; neither can he for a time bring 
himſelf to ſupplicate Heaven for a Pardon, when with 
ſuch daring Inſolence he hath defy d its Vengeance. 
Thus by delays his Iniquities prevail upon him, and 
get ſtrength ; he Sins on, and {till adds to the growing 
heap, till at length his Conſcience, being quite chok d 
and ſtifld with repeated Tranſgreſſions, falls into a 
deep and profound Sleep, and fo ſleeps on, till the laſt 
Trump ſhall ſound a dreadful Alarm to the Sinner, 
and reyiye him only to a miſerable; Immortality. F 
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And therefore let no One dare to bring the Gui 
this accurſed Sin upon his own Head, upon the fol. 
Preſumption of wiping off its Guilt by an Aftelt uh 
pentance. For tho ſome perhaps may have recoM”” f 
of its Wounds, which, like thoſe made by the pi [as 


ing of a poiſond Arrow, are both full of 8 ye 


difficult of Cure: Vet no one can certainly tell A % 
| ther he ſhall be able to expel the malignity off 1 
| Poiſon, and to prevent that ſpiritual Death, f Ito: 


Death in Treſpaſſes and Sins, which it too frequei 
introduces upon the Soul. And tho' he ſhould bf 
| happy as to bind up, and heal the Wounds by 
| timely Repentance, yet he will never be able 
ſmooth and cover the Scars, or prevent ſome retuiifi 
of Pains and Aches, which he muſt expect to cat 
with him to his Grave. 14601. 6 140d ad 
Tis with ſome more than uſual earneſtneſs thal 

| defire to caution you in this point, and that up 
; your own private account, as well as that of the py 
lick; ſince the fame juſt and holy Go D, who hath ( 
clar d, that He ill not hold him guiltleſs that tal 
His name in vain, has alſo declar d, by the Mouth 
his holy Prophet, that tis for the Sins of Fal/e-/aeq 
ing, lyimg, and committing adultery, that the la 
} mourns, and that every one that dwelleth there 
Hall languiſb. Hoſea Iv. 2, 3. oh: 
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| Secondly, That the publick Honour of Religion iſ 
| Jupported in the puniſhing Men of ſuch licentiou 
Practices and Opinions, as tend to the open Diſhonoul 
Jof God, and the ſubyerting the very Foundation 
of human Society. _ e ti 


— 


—— . 


. 


Gy F ſure, if Go b has at any time a real ground of | 
xroverſy with a Land, tis when his Name is 
& i blaſphem d, his Word publickly ridicul'd, and 
laws, with Impunity, laugh'd at and deſpis d. 


Fg er, alas! into ſuch baſe and evil Times are we 


„ herein Atheiſm, Irreligion, and Scepticiſin, | 
, go longer aſhamd to ſhew their Heads, but pre- 
De now to fit openly in the Corners of the Streets, 
to aſſume both the Name and the Cry of Wiſdom, | 
4 19% 1.5 ſample let him turn in hither, and as for him 
. 61 it wanteth under/landing come eat of my bread. | 
ble s nothing ſtrange with us to hear Davd's Fool 


* Wiily declaring with impious Lips, what aforetime 
etußg aurſt only mutter ſecretly in his wicked Heart, 
' CE) doth God know, and is there any knowledge in 
then 0% high? Tis no rare thing in our Converſa- 
I ith the Men of this Age (who profeſſing them 
: es Wiſe, are in truth but Fools) to hear One | 
ny maintaining the No-neceflity of a Revelation 
general; or it may be, taking great pains to prove 
me palpable Contradictions in Ours, that he may 
preſent it as a pitiful, indecent, and ill- contrived 
orgery. To hear a Second infidiouily pleading for 
e Materiality of the Soul, vainly hoping to chouſe 
of the only Pearl of great price in it, its Immor- 
ality: Whilſt a Third, as if Wiſdom were born, | 
nd muſt of neceſſity die with him, proclaims aloud |! 
th brazen Voice and Face, and that too in ſpight 
W the plain letter of a divine Revelation, and the 
oncurring Teſtimony of all the Writers in the pureſt | 
Nees of the Church, there are no Myſteries in Re- 
a and all this to no.other purpole, than to leſleny 


th! 


cre 


our Reverence and Eſteem for the ſacred Reco 
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neſs with greedineſs, Epheſ. 4. 19. 


they would ſo many Mad-men, that ſcatter Arrow 


————— . Tos D 


in vain laſh out againſt the Licentiouſneſs of the Ag 
| ud zriſies Querimoniæ, ſi non ſupplicio culpa rei 
Aitur? Tis molt certain, we have Laws enoug 
| ſufficient to ſtop this Torrent of Libertiniſm, and (WF. 
reſtrain this licentious Humour, that in time wil 
let in a Flood of Vice and Immorality upon us 
| But if theſe good Laws are not duly executed, tne) 
are at beſt but a rude heap of empty, infignifica 
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or rather to extinguiſh and put out that great LA 
of the World, which alone can direct us in the} 
that leads to eternal Life: that ſo being reduc'd ag 
to our firſt ſtate of natural Blindneſs and Ignorat 
we might walk again zu the vanity of our minds, 
other Gentiles do ; and being paſl feeling, might 6 
our ſelves over to laſciviouſneſs, to work all uncle 


Good GoD! that ſuch walking Peſts ſhould ever 
allow'd the free Converſation with any of the civil 
part of Mankind! That a Chriſtian Country, wher 
the Light of the glorious Goſpel ſhines in its merid! 
Luſtre, ſhould ſuffer theſe Sons of Darkneſs ( 
Wo and court it, becauſe their Works are evil) to ta 

any Reſt and Sanctuary therein! That Men do n 
deteſt and ſhun them, as they do the Plague; orf 


Fire-brands and Death, and with one Voice conſe . 
to baniſh them to ſome waſte and deſolate part of t 
World, to herd amongſt the thoughtleſs Brutes, wi 
for want of that Reaſon, which the others have d 
veſted themſelves of, are much ſuperiour to them 
the Excellence of their Beings. But, Why do thi 


In 


al 


"Cathedral Church of WINCHESTER. 21 


r 


1 bers; or; if you will have them to be ſomething, 
the are indeed a ſtanding Jeſt to ſuch wretched 
5 Wcrcants, as have the Hardineſs firſt to Vohate, ang 


norz WP £1 Impudence to laugh at them. 
5 45 ind how then can we expect that Gop wal he 
bt 4 cious unto his Land, and in Mercy viſit. hi 
7 7 yple, unleſs we are more jealous of the Honour. * 
great Name, and of the Reverence due to his 
ly Word? Yea, what can we leſs expect, whilſt 
are ſo forgetful of the Fountain of all our Mer- 
„ ſo negligent in ſecuring the Honour of his 
I Name, and moſt righteous Laws, by not en- 
rcing the Rigour of our own Laws upon the bold 
npugners of them, than that GOD ſhould flacken | 
7 s former Care and Concern for us; ſhould withdraw 
e Light of his Countenance, and in the Prophets 
inguage, be as a/tranger in the land, as a manfaring 
n, that turneth aſide to tarry but a night, as a man 
en d, and as a mighty man that is not able to ſave? 
hid we but frequently revolve in our Minds the Say- 
iz of GoD to good old Eli, who was both Judge and 
ef Prieſt of his People, He that honoureth me, I 
Ul honour, and he that deſpiſeth me, ſhall be lightly 
W294; We ſhould all of us (eſpecially ſuch as are 
n Power and Authority) be more ready to give Glory 
to Gop, in the diſcountenancing and puniſhing ſuch} 
amongſt us, as by their evil Lives and corrupt Prin- 
„eiples, do openly diſhonour GOD and his Religion, 
ind are a manifeſt Reproach to chemſelves, and to 
human Nature. 10 
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| - "Twas this good old Man's Crime, and a very g of 

one too, ina publick Perſon as he was, that hel” 

not vindicate the publick Honour of Religion 1 

ſeverely puniſhing his own Sons, who by their l“ 

tious Lives had caſt ſo notorious a Blot and | 
| proach upon it. And methinks the Terror of t 
angry Sentence, that was denouncd againſt h 
ſhould be ſufficient to keep us from falling into? 
Omiſſions of the like Nature: For we all know hl 
dearly he ſmarted for it in that heavy Curſe, that! 
upon his own Houſe, and what diſmal Conſequen( 
it drew upon the People of GopD, when they fell 
fore the Philiſtine in Battle, and were depriv'd oft ; 
Ark of God, and with it, of the Favour of his md q 
than ordinary Preſence and Protection. | 


0 


| Thirdly and La/tly, Which is the main Expedieſ 
of all for ſecuring the Divine Favour. That wed 
of us firmly reſolve to make Religion the ſole Buſine 
of our Lives, and the Glory of Gop, to the belt of ol 
Power and Capacity, the chief and ultimate End 
all our Actions. ! 


That the Magiſtrate endeavour earneſtly to approv 
| himſelf the Minister of God to us for good; for tha. 
puniſhment of evil doers, and the praiſe of them 11a, 
do well - and in Conſequence of this, that he faith: 
| fully diſpence Juſtice, as under his All-ſeeing'Eye, for 
{whom he acts, and to whom he muſt ſhortly render | 


| his Account. SIA set 


(1 
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the PR ON 1 
ry Mit the People be ſubject to their Governours, 
oy nh for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake. I hat. 
ad render to all their due, tribute to whom tribute 
ir I, custom to hom cuStom, fear to whom fear, 
ng , 72 a hom honour. T1 Df | "rad 
of + hat both Magiſtrate and People do give all Dili- 
t He, To live ſoberly, righteoufly and godly in this 
ito ent world, ---- To add to their faith, veriue; and 
6 ene, knowledge ; and to knowledge, temperance; 
hat V temperance, patience ; and to patience, godli- 
nen! and to godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs ; and to bro- 
fell] ly kindneſs, charity. And then if theſe things be 
I and abound, we ball not be barren or unfruiiful 


the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus ChriSt ; that is, 
| ſhall then be able to approve our ſelves good and 
Wthtul Chriſtians; and as ſuch, we muſt of courſe 
true Friends and laſting Supports unto the 
blick. eh 13-6 ; 10.4 
Wor 'tis upon our Lives and Manners, that either 
good or evil Fate of our Kingdom doth depend. 
W's was Gop's conſtant Method of dealing with his 
n People; As they either honourd, or diſhonourd 
Wl, in an open Contempt or ſtrict Obſervance of his 
us, the Publick was either in a gay and flouriſhing, |! 
elſe in a very forlorn and deſperate Condition. 80 
at what their great Prophet ſaid to them at firſt, 
old I ſet before you this day a bleſſing and a curſe; ' 
%ig, if ye obey the commandments of the Lord 
Cod, and a curſe, if ye obey not the commandments. 
the Lord your God, which [command you this day; 
as very ſtrictly fulfill'd in the many mn, 
TOM Ada | E- 
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Retraintines, that afterwards beſell that ſtubborn 
rebellious People. And that we may not think t 
Words of Moſes applicable to the Caſe of the) 
only, the Prophet Jeremy hath digeſted the Seng 
them into a fixt and ſtanding Rule, by which ( 
| hath declar d, that he will deal with all other Nati 

of the World. As what inStant [ ſhall ſpeak cond! 

ing a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck 
and io pull down, and to deSiroy it; If that na 

again t whom I have pronounced, turn from their t 

1 will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto thi 
Aud at what inStant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nail 

and concerning a kingdom, to build, and to plant 

{if it do evil in my fight, that it obey not my voice, I 
I awill repent of the good, wherewith I ſaid I u 
benefit them. Jeremy 18. Verſes 7, 8, 9 and 10. 

So that if we would entertain any reaſonable ho 
of good Succeſs upon the publick Undertakings, 
this preſent nice and critical Juncture, we mult 
deavour to live ſuch good Lives as may give a Fol 
and Power to our Prayers, to extort a Blefling irq 

Go D upon them. Otherwiſe, like the fooliſh Peoj 
the Prophet ſpeaks of, we do but ſoz the Wind, a 
in return we ſhall reap the Whirlwind. All our mt 
fine and curious Projects, tho' ſpun from the m 
nice and ſubtle Heads, will prove in the end but tf 
much like the Spider's Web, which tho' full of a 
parent Art and Contrivance, is but of very litt 
| ſtrength and firmneſs. The moſt pompous and fe 
{ midable Preparations we can make, will prove but as 
| 1 Tooth, and a Foot out of Joynt: They may fe 
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born me blow us up with vain Hopes, and airy Expecta- 
ink Ms, but their end will be nothing elſe but Shame 
the WM Diſappointment. It will be to very little pur- 
Sende for us, to lay both Hands upon the Oar, and 
ich n them to put to all our ſtrength, if the Wind 
Nati Waves inceſſantly beat againſt us: we are ſure at 
concWit to be much damag'd in the Rigging, and tis 


cl, when we are in ſo great Danger, if we are not 
nal tt down quick into the Deep. 2M hag: 
eir lf then there be any Honour due to the tremen- 
us Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, or any Obedience 
nail bis moſt wiſe, juſt and holy Laws: If we have any 
lan: ore and Affection to our Native Country, and thoſe 
e, opy and much envy d Priviledges we live in a free 
d full poſſeſſion of: If any regard to the Honour 
b. ad Welfare of the publick, or to our own private 
hof eace and Benefit, as well Temporal, as Eternal: 


88, Net us, as Men, as Chriſtians, and as good Citizens, 
uſt ndeavour earneſtly o maintain a good Conſcience to- 
Fo rd God, and towards Men ; and then that mighty 
ff, tho doth according to his Will in the Army of 
deo Haven, aud among? the Inhabitants of the Earth, 
„V dwell among us, and fend a Bleſſing upon us in 
mf hat we ſet our Hand unto. Let us wiſely lay the 
mi Foundation of our Happineſs in true Piety and Ho- 
t t Hineſs, and then we may reſt aſſur d of all the Bleflings 
f bat a People can requeſt, or the kind Indu gence of 


lat maren can hour down upon itt. 
fo We may then with good reaſon hope, that He by 


Tl: 


yt 
I 


hom Kings reign, will accept our carneſt Petitions 
bor Her Maj RST xs long Life, and happy Reign over 
8 us: 


That 1 — will; antes dined and influe! 
1 Her Counſels, and crown all Her Endeayours 
| the Fublick Good, with an 1 ande Proſper 
| Succeſs. | 

Then may we reaſanably HR; that the Gov 
| Hoſts will continue to go forth with our Armies, 
fight our Battles: That he will protect our Fle 
þ AR the Injury of the Winds and Seas, that obey | 


Word, and make them a nin Terror and Cont 
| ſion to thoſe that hate us. 


Then may we fairly hope, that none of thoſe th 
; bear evil will to our Sn, ſhall be ever able to preya 
N | againſt 1 it. That neither the Sons of Rome nor Genel 
| ſhall ever rejoice in the Ruine and Deſtruction of o 
Church: Who, tho ſtrangely wide in Opinion, a 
| of irreconcileable Hatred to each other, have ye 
] amicably conſpird, as well with ſecret Guile, as ope 
Force, in the Ruine and Subverſion of it. And tha 
a for no other reaſon, that 1 know of, than that 80 
| ſtands at an equal diſtance between Superſtition an( 
| Enthuſiaſm, and fo for keeping a happy Mean betwit 
the two Extremes, muſt unhappily ſhare in the com 
mon Enmity of them both. | 
Then may we reaſonably believe, that the Govo 
Peace will make up our Breaches, and heal our dan 
| gerous, and I fear yet growing Diviſions: Will bot 
convince and convert the Hearts of all ſuch, as neithi 
the molt preſſing and cogent Arguments, nor yet ti 
| moſt kind and civil Uſage, could ever bring into thq; 
Boſom of our Church; ſo that our Jeruſalem /hall be 
4s a city that is at unity in it fetf, and we ſhall * ' 
avi 
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h one heart and one mouth glorify the God and Fa- 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


open Laſily, Shall we continue to fit, as bleſſed be 
5, Io we yet do, every one under his own Vine, and 
Fle own Fig-Tree; Peace ſhall be within our walls, and 
bey 1/cou/r2e/s 203thin our palaces ; ina word, we ſhall 
Con 


that bleſſed and happy people, that have the Lord 
ther God. : „ 


rev U to God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
ene Holy Ghost, Three Perſons in one infinite, incom- 


 prehen/ible Eſſence, be aſcrib'd as due, all Honour, 
Glory, Might, Maße y and Dominion, now and 
o eternal Mes. Amen. 
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